Thursday, May 13, 2004
Micah 6:1 – 16

In Micah 6, the Lord invites us into a courtroom situation. He has a case against His people and presents it in terms that cannot be refuted. The questions “what have I done to you,

And how have I wearied you?” cannot be answered by the defendant. The people are speechless. God proceeds to list some of the acts done in behalf of the defendant. 

In verse 6 Micah begins his words of teaching and reproach upon the people. Their sacrifices are worthless because their hearts are not turned toward the Lord. Sacrifice was not what the Lord sought! He wanted only that the people act justly and love mercy and walk humbly with Him. What more could any of us add to this list? It is almost as if the whole law of God, including the Ten Commandments given to Moses, was wrapped up in these few words. 


Some commentators call verses 9-16 a “doom oracle”. We are still in a scene reminiscent of a court of law. Micah again speaks in behalf of God as he challenges the defendants to criticize God’s coming actions against a people that lives and gains wealth by means of illegal and immoral practices. Verse 13 begins with “therefore” or “so”, the word commonly used by the prophets as they seek to persuade the people to see their rebellion and its consequences, and to repent. Verse 16 begins with another implied “because” followed by another “therefore” and an announcement of coming punishment.  (Kings Omri and Ahab were known as the most evil of the kings of God’s nation, guilty of leading the people into pagan worship.)  

The nation of Judah and its cousin to the north could not turn around on their own. The action that the prophets wanted to inspire in them was not a self-powered correction of behavior. The instrumental action demanded and pleaded for was to turn from evil so that God could again be their deliverer and guide. God was their only salvation; He would do the work, but first the people had to reject their own power, their alliances with godless nations, and the power of the false idols that they worshipped. 
